
A 



bill 



For further regulating the Powers of Grand Juries 
in Ireland, in the presenting of Money, account- 
in'; for the same, and for otherwise amending the 
Irish Road Acts. 



jjote. The Figures in the Margin denote the Number of the Folios in 

the written Copy. 



~k v* K. <S 3 it is expedient that certain parts of an Act made Preamble-, 
j in the forty-ninth year of His present Majesty’s reign. Act 45 Ge.. ill. 

( ) intituled, “ An Act to amend the Irish Road Acts,” should 

be re p e a,] e d, and that other Provisions and Regulations should 
be enacted in lieu thereof ; 

‘Be it tfjetefots CnaSCtl by the KING’S Most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and 1 em- 
poral, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
Authority of the same THAT so much and such parts of the said So much of Act a* 
recited Act, as relates to the lodging the Affidavits for grounding i re- Affidavits forground- 
sentments with the acting Secretary of the several Grand Juries in ^.f^g'^sche- 
I "eland, Fifteen days before the Commission day of each Assizes, and duies, and t ° the 

i J , , - rAfPi counting Affidavits, 

2 also so much of said Act as relates to the Schedules of such Am davits Repealed, 
being printed and ready for delivery Three days previous to such 
Assizes, also so much of said Act as relates to the accounting Affidavits 
"’here the Repairs of Roads have been contracted for, shall, from and after 
l be end of the Summer Assizes next after the be 

aii d the same are hereby Repealed. 

And be it further Enacted, That from and after the end of the said Tim^n^mnnerof 
ensuing Summer Assizes, all Affidavits for grounding Presentments for 0 g,ns ‘ 
lining, levelling, fencing, draining, widening, making, repairing or 

2 4b " a otherwise 
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otherwise improving any Road, and for the building, repairing or 
wise improving any Bridge, Session Mouse, Gaol or other m 
M ork, and likewise all Presentments or Applications to be laid V''" 
Grand Juries for Salaries, Rents, Printing, holding Sessions, cony™ 
Prisoners, and Compensations for trouble under sundry Acts of Parr?' 1 '* 
(Fees at Assizes and Salaries to High Constables excepted) sUiT ! 
lodged with the acting Secretary of the Grand Jury , a ° e 

the least previous to the Commission days of each Assizes, or th/ ft ^ 
day of the Presenting Term, the said days to’ be indu * 

of the day of lodgement, hut exclusive of the Commission day or fT* 
day of Term. 



Secretaries, &c. to 
Grand Juries, to keep 
an Office open for re- 
ceiving Affidavits and 
Presentments, and to 
indorse the same. 



And be it further Enacted, That the Secretary or Chief Clerk of ea 
and every Grand Jury respectively, shall keep an Office openin'! 
Assize Town of each County, days at least previous j 0 tin 

saH days, for the purpose of receiving such Affidavits and 

Presentments or Applications ; and every sijch Secretary or Chief Clerk 
respectively shall and he and they is and are hereby required to indorse 
forthwith on the back of each Affidavit, and on the back of each 
Presentment or Application, the day of the month upon which the same 
shall have been so lodged with him ; and every such Secretary or Chief 
Clerk shall make oath before the Judge at such Assizes or Presenting 
Term, that the whole of the Affidavits and Presentments or Applications 
produced by him to the Grand J ury at the respective Assizes or Pre- 
senting Terms were lodged with him days at the least 

previous to the Commission day of such Assizes or first day of such 
Presenting Term respectively, and that they are the whole number of 
Affidavits and Presentments or Applications which were so lodged with 
him, to the best of his knowledge and belief. 



t 



and Overseers of 
Roads. 



Stepri„td,™d And be! it further Enacted, That every such Secretary or Chief Clerk 
distributed to Justices shall within days after such Affidavits and Present- 

ments or Applications shall be so lodged with him respectively as afore- 
said, cause a number of printed Copies of the Schedules of all such 
Affidavits and Presentments or Applications to be printed, and to be 5 
distributed to the several Magistrates, and to the Conservators, Super- 
T.isors and principal Overseers of Roads or Public Works in their re- 
spective Counties or Districts.,; provided that the number so to be printed 
shall not exceed for each Barony or Half Barony, 

for each County of a City or County of a Town. 



Grand June? to pre- 
sent for Expanse of 
the same. 



And be it further Enacted, That the Grand Juries of Counties, 
Counties of Cities or Counties of Towns, shall at each Assizes or Pre- 
senting Term present such Sum as shall be necessary for defraying the 
printing of the Schedules of all such Affidavits, Presentments and Ap* 
plications as aforesaid: Provided always, that an Affidavit of the Printer, 
stating his Charge to be usual and reasonable, be first laid before such 
Grand Juries ; and that no such Presentment for the printing of such 
Copies shall be made, unless the same were delivered to the several 
Magistrates and Conservators, Supervisors and principal Overseers of 6 

Roads 



Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



-%■ 

7 / 



days after such Affidavits 
shall have been lodged as 
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Roads ov Public Works, within 
„(1 Presentments or Applications 

aforesaid- 

And be it further Enacted, That in case of the demise of any Secretary Dn dmise of Sttre . 

rh ; .f clerk of any Grand Jury, the Clerk of the Peace shall per- *«• Ckiisof 
orbuiei V'-* . , c ' T , the Peace to perform 

form the Duties herein specified by this Act to be performed by such fheir ttotSes. 

Secretary or Chief Clerk, until another Secretary or Chief Clerk shall 

be appointed. 

And be it further Enacted, That from and after the end of the Sum- At the end 0 f Sum- 
met Assizes next ensuing the all Affidavits ac- ™“ 

counting for Public Works executed, in each County shall be sworn sworn before Justices 
before ° Justices of the Peace at the least at some Public Meet- eLh U Baro^? UW&S ** 
inc of Justices to be held in each Barony or Half Barony, not more 
t ] wll days nor less than days before 

the Commission day of each Assizes, or first day of each Presenting 
Term or first day of the October Session in each year respectively ; at 
which Meeting the Conservators, if any, of Roads and Public Works 
for the Barony shall attend, and to which Meeting all other Overseers 
of the Roads and Public Works and Persons interested shall have 



AND for the purpose of effectually fixing the said Meetings, and Manner of appointing 

11 ^ . Justices and then- 

securing the attendance of Justices at the least to attend and Meetings, 

hold the same ; BE it further Enacted, That the Clerk of the Peace for 
each County, County of a City or County of a Town, shall, as soon as 
maybe after the Grand Jury is sworn at each Assizes or Presenting 
Term, deliver to the Foreman of such Grand Jury a list of the Justices 
of the Peace for such County, County of a City or County of a Town, 
and the Grand Jury shall thereupon, for the purpose of ensuring the 
attendance of Justices at least at such Meeting, present and 

;8 enter upon the County Book the names of such Justices as they shall 
think proper, not less than for each Barony or Half 

Barony within the County, County of a City or Town, to hold such 
Meeting previous to the next Assizes or Presenting Term and October 
Session respectively, for the purpose of having the accounting Affidavits 
sworn before them as aforesaid ; and the said Grand Jury shall also 
present the Town (the Assize Town always to be one) or the House 
where such Meetings shall he held for each Barony or Half Barony for 
the purpose of swearing such Affidavits ; and such Presentment of the 
names of such Justices being laid before and fiated by the Judge at 
such Assizes or Presenting Term, it shall thereupon be imperative upon 
evei 7 Justice named in such Presentment, to attend at and hold such 
Meetings for the purpose of having the accounting Affidavits sworn 
before them, under a penalty or fine of which 

Judge, at the next Assizes or Presenting Term, shall inflict, upon 
3 default proved before him : Provided always, that if by reason of illness 
or any other sufficient cause any Justice so appointed shall be prevented 
from attending at any such Meeting, it shall be lawful lor such Justice 
Hi- to 
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Justices to sign Jurat 
10 accounting Aliida- 
•vits. 



Affidavits to be 
sworn within Barony 
or Assize Town. 



Clerks of the Peace to 
give Notice to die 
Justices of their Ap- 
pointment. 



Presentments made at 
Summer Assizes, and 
accounting Affidavits 
previous thereto, to 
be done as heretofore. 



The manner of form- 
ing and presenting 
Tables of the Names 
of the several Manors, 
Parishes, Sic. for the 
purpose of levying 
Rates. 
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1o depute another Justice to act for him at such Meeting, and if 
Justice so deputed shall attend at such Meeting aeeordiiH S,1Cl ' 
Justice who shall have so deputed the Justice attending, shall not'hs 
subject or liable to any penalty in this Act for his own non-attendance ' 

And be it further Enacted, That the Two Justices so attending 
such Meeting shall both of them sign the Jurat to every such accounthj 
Affidavit, one of such Justices having previously to administering 
oath to the Deponent declared in an audible voice to the persons attend' 
mg the Meeting what the work is which is thereby to be accounted f " 
and where situated. w ’ 

And be it further Enacted, That every Affidavit accounting for Pubf c 
Works shall be sworn either at the Meeting of Justices within the 
Barony or Half Barony within which the work was executed, or at the 
Meeting of Justices in the Assize Town. 

And he it further Enacted, That the Clerk of the Peace of everv 
County, County of a City or County of a Town, shall as soon as may be 
after each Assizes give Notice to the several Justices of the appointment 
or presentment of their names by the Grand Jury for the purpose 
aforesaid, and of the places where they are to meet; and the said Justices 
so appointed, or whose Names shall he so presented as aforesaid, are 
hereby required to order the High Constable, or some other propel and 
sufficient Person in the Barony or Half Barony in which such justices 
shall be appointed to meet, ti> cause written Notices to be posted on 
the Churches, Chapels, and other Places of Worship, specifying the 
place and day of such Meeting, and the purpose for which tile same 
is to be held. 

Provided always, and belt further Enacted, That all Presentments to n 
be made at the Summer Assizes next after the 

and all Affidavits accounting for work executed previous thereto, may be 
severally presented and sworn as heretofore ; any thing contained in this 
Act to the contrary notwithstanding. 

AND whereas by the said recited Act of the forty-ninth year 
aforesaid, it is among other things Enacted, That in all or any Counties 
which either have no County Book, or in which Book no Manors, 1 
Parishes or Denominations are inserted, or in which the contents of all 
or some of the Manors, Parishes or Denominations are not specified, it 
shall be lawful for the Grand Jury to form a Table of the Names of the 
several Manors, Parishes and Denominations, and the contents of each in 
any Barony or Half Barony, the Manors, Parishes and Denominations 
whereof, with tlreir contents, are not contained in the County Book, and 
to present such Table to be the Table by which the several Manors, 
Parishes and Denominations in such Barony or Half Barony shall in 
future be proportionably rated, for the purpose qf levying all Money to u 
be raised thereon under Presentment of Grand Juries. 

and 
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•aa'D whereas it may happen that such Tables may not have been or How to proceea whw 

r , . , . ~ „ . no County Book, See. 

,r n ot be formed and presented m some Counties in Ireland ; BE it 



©ay 



■therefore Enacted, THAT in every or any County in Ireland which 
either has no County Book, or the County Book whereof shall be deficient 
as aforesaid, and for which a Table shall not have been formed and 
presented in manner required by the said Act of the forty-ninth year 
aforesaid, it shall and may he law ful for the Collectors duly appointed, 
and for whom Security shall have been given according to the Provisions 
of the said recited Act, to levy all Money to be raised under Present- 
ment of Grand Juries by Warrant from the Treasurer of the County, 
within and according to such customary Divisions or Districts, and in 
such manner as hath been or was heretofore usually practised previous 
to the passing of the said recited Act of the forty-ninth year, or of an 
Act of the thirty-sixth year in the said Act mentioned and referred to, 
and with all such compulsory powers of Distress and otherwise as have 
been heretofore authorized by Law in such customary Divisions or 
Districts for the recovering and levying of Money raised under Pre- 
sentment : Provided always, that it shall be lawful for such Collectors to 
continue to levy all Money under such Presentments in manner hereby 
authorized, until the Grand Jury of the County shall have duly formed 
and presented such Table in manner required and authorized by the said 
recited Act of the forty-ninth year, and no longer. 



And be it further Enacted, That whenever any Sum shall be pre- overseers to make 
sented for the Repairs of a Road , and that the Overseers appointed by the i°n Rqnire 

Grand Jury shall deem it most advisable to contract with any Person or b y Contract. 
Persons to execute the same (instead of having the Work executed by 
day labour) one of the said Overseers shall account for the Sum ex- 
3 4 pended in such Repairs, by the following Affidavit ; 



•County of 
■to wit. 



1 



•3 



m- 



WHEREAS the Sum of was presented 

“ at the Assizes, in the year 

“ for repairing so many 

‘ f Perches of the Road between 
“ and all in the Barony of 

“ in said County, NOW I, A.B. one of the Over- 

“ seers appointed by the Grand Jury, do swear, that I did 
“ contract with C.D. E.F. [etc cetera, specifying their names 
“ and places, of abode'] for the due execution of the aforesaid 
“ Work, at the Sum of [mentioning the price] and 
“ that I have faithfully and honestly expended the said 
“ Sum of in repairing the said 

“ number of Perches, which in my opinion were the 
“ worst and most requiring repair between the given 
" points mentioned in the above recited Presentment, and 
“ that the Work is effectually executed and at a reasonable 
“ charge, to the best of my knowledge and belief, and 
u that I will keep the part of the Road so accounted for 
“ in good and sufficient repair for one year from the date 
“ hereof, and that the said Repairs were all completed 
B “ before 
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Empowering Justices 
to repair Roads in 
case of neglect of con- 
tracting Overseers, 
and to recover the Ex- 
pense from such 
Overseer. 



Accounting Affidavit 
to state the parts re- 
paired to be the most 
in need of Repair. 



Allowing Persons to 
controvert the truth 
of Affidavits. 



Affidavits to state 
the time of finishing 
the Work. 



before the day of 

“ thousand Eight hundred 

And be it further Enacted, That no particular Account of Expenditu- 
shall be required to be annexed to any such Affidavit, for Work executed 
by Contract. 

Provided always, and be it further Enacted, That if it shall appear 
to any Justices of the County, that the Road so accounted for 

is not in sufficient repair at any time within Months from 

the time of such Account being passed, it shall and may be lawful for 
such Justices to order the Overseers (who had engaged to keep 

it in repair as aforesaid) to perform the necessary Repairs; and if within 
days after such Order as aforesaid, the contracting 
Overseer shall neglect to perform such Repairs, it shall and* may be 
lawful for such Justices'to cause the same to be repaired, and to 

recover the Cost of such Repair from the Overseer by Civil Bill or Bills 16 
at the Quarter Sessions. 

And be it further Enacted, That in every Affidavit for accounting for 
the Repairs of any Road, it shall be stated that the parts of the Road so 
repaired were, in the opinion of the Deponent, those parts which were 
the worst and most required it, between the given points specified in 
such Affidavit. 

And be it further Enacted, That in all cases where County Work is to 
be accounted for at the October Sessions, it shall and may be lawful for 
any Person to appear at such Sessions, and to offer to controvert the 
truth of any accounting Affidavit there produced, on the ground of the 
insufficiency of execution of the said Work ; provided that the Person 
offering to controvert the truth of such Affidavit as aforesaid, shall have 
given Notice in writing of his intention so to do to the accounting Over- 
seer days before the first day of such October Session; 

and whenever any such Person so having given Notice as aforesaid shall 
so appear and offer to controvert the truth of such Affidavit, it shall be 
lawful for the Court at such Sessions and they are hereby required to *7 
try the truth of the Fact or Facts alleged in controversion of the truth 
of such Affidavit, by a. Jury, in the same manner as any Traverse or 
Action within the jurisdiction of such Court ought to be tried at such 
Sessions, and in case the truth of such Fact or Facts shall be found, the 
accounting Affidavit shall be disallowed accordingly; and it shall be 
lawful for the Court before which such trial shall be had, to give such 
Costs either to the Party controverting such Affidavit in case such 
Affidavit shall be disallowed, or to the accounting Overseer in case such 
Affidavit shall be allowed, as such Court shall in either case think fit 
and reasonable. 

And be it further Enacted, That every Affidavit for accounting at 
any October Sessions for the making or repairs of Roads, shall state 
that the Work was finished on or before the day of September 

preceding, instead of Six days before the first day of the October 
Session, as is required by the before-recited Act of the forty-ninth 
year aforesaid. 
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1 hp it further Enacted, That whenever any heap of Stones, Gravel 
A Materials for the repairs of the Road, or otherwise, shall remain 
feet of the centre of any public Road for more than 



or other 

"rithm ^ without being spread or removed, it shall and may be 

1 for any Justice of the Peace, either upon his own view or upon 
la "’ “ t p roo f on the oath of one credible "Witness, to fine the acting 
n' 3 eer ' Contractor or other Person engaged in the repair of such 
Road in any Sum not exceeding for each Offence. 



Penalty on Overseers, 
&c. suffering Mate- 
rials tor Repairs 
within a certain Dis- 
tance of centre of 
Road. 



»„d be it further Enacted, That where Mail Coach Roads, whether ® 

Turnpike or otherwise, are repaired with broken Stones, they shall 
evionsly to the being spread on such Road) be passed through a 
Skrecn, the bars of which shall not be more than inches 

asunder in the clear. 

And be it further Enacted, That every Occupier of -Land adjoining Occupiers of Land, 
to any Public Road, shall at all times cleanse, scour and keep open cl Drai „,. 
all the Drains, Ditches and Watercourses running parallel to the 
Lands in their occupation by the Road side, so far as the Land in their 
occupation shall extend, and also all Drains communicating therewith 
crossing the Lands in their occupation, so that the Water shall have a 
fee course as well by the Road side as into and across their several 
Lands; and it shall be lawful for all such Occupiers to convert to their 
own use and benefit the Soil arising from such Drains, Ditches or 
Watercourses; provided that all such Soil arising from the Drains, 

Ditches or Watercourses along the public Road side, shall be removed 
io within days after the same shall have been cleared out, and 

in such manner as that no injury shall be done to the Road by such 
cleansing, scouring and removal. 



And be it further Enacted, That if any such Occupier of Land, after Ip Default thtm.r, 
receivin'- particular Notice from any one Justice of the Peace, or 
from any Conservator of Roads within the County, to open, cleanse or pier, 
scour any such Drains, Ditches or Watercourses, or to keep up any 
Banks or other Fences, or to keep the Watertables free, or to remove 
any Annoyance or Obstruction or any other Nuisance upon the public 
Road adjoining the Land in his occupation, shall neglect or refuse to 
do or perform the same for the space of mere than days 

after such Notice, then and in every such case it shall be lawful for 
such Justice or Conservator and he is hereby empowered to do and 
perform the same, or cause the same to be done and performed, and 
n to charge the Expense of such execution to the Person who ought of 
right to .have done and performed the same ; and the Party guilty of 
such neglect, after Notice given as aforesaid, shall also be subject to a 
Penalty not more than or less than 

over and above all Expenses incurred by such Justice or Consei valor as 
aforesaid. 



And be it further Enacted, That when any Ditches are made aiOng _^ d 
any Road, either by County or Barony Presentment, that the Banks ol 
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Penalty on Owners of 
Swine straying on 
public. .Roads. 



Annual Returns of 

• Grand Jury Present- 
ments, to be printed 

^Returns, and the 
- marginal Notes an- 

• itexed thereto. 



'Recovery of Penal- 
ities. 



•Powers of Acts 
49 Geo. III. and 
36 Geo. III. extend- 
ed to this Act, and 
with this Act to be 
construed as one Act. 
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such Ditches next the Road shall not be less than 

feet in the bottom, nor less than feet perpendicul 

height. 

And be it further Enacted, That at any time when Swine shall be 
found trespassing on any public Road in Ireland, it shall and niay l )e 
lawful for any Justice, upon view thereof, or upon proof being made 
before him upon oath of such Trespass having been committed t 0 2’ 
fine the Owner of such Swine in any Sum not exceeding 
for each Trespass. 

And be it further Enacted, That the Returns made annually to the 
Chief Secretary of the Lord Lieutenant, by the several Treasurers, of the 
Copies of Grand Jury Presentments, in order to their being laid before 
Parliament, shall be printed Returns ; and that in all cases where the 
marginal Note, specifying the year of the Ring’s reign, and Chapter and 
Section, by virtue of which Grand Juries derive their Authority for 
making such Presentments, is required by the said recited Act of the 
forty-ninth of the King, such marginal Note shall be annexed to such 
printed Returns. 

And be it further Enacted, That all Penalties and Forfeitures in- 
curred for any Offence committed against this Act, and all other Sums 
which shall become due or payable by virtue thereof, shall and may 
be recoverable before one or more Justice or Justices of the Peace 23 
acting for any County', Division or Place, where any r such Offence shhU 
be committed, or any such demand shall arise, upon the view of such 
Justice or Justices, in all eases where the Offence and the Offender 
shall be evident to such Justice or Justices upon his or their view 
or upon the oath or oaths of one or more credible Witness or Witnesses, 
which oath every such Justice is hereby authorized to administer, or 
upon the voluntary confession of the Party or Parties, and upon proof of 
any such Offence to give judgment for the Forfeiture or Penalty incurred 
or other payment to be made, and for the Costs and Charges of the prose- 
cution, as to such Justice or Justices shall seem meet; and if the same 
shall not be forthwith paid, it shall and may be lawful for the said Justice 
to levy the same by Distress and Sale of the Offender’s Goods, or to 
recover the amount by civil process at the Quarter Sessions : And all the 
said Penalties under this Act, when recovered, shall be applied one half M 
to the Informer, and the other half to the Minister or Curate of theParish 
in which the Offence shall have been committed, for the use-of the Poor 
of such Parish; and the Informer shall in all cases be deemed a compete 111 
Witness to prove the commission of any Offence. 

And be it further Enacted, That all the Powers and Provisions of the 
said recited Acts of the forty-ninth year and thirty-sixth year aforesaid, 
shall be applied in the execution of this Act ; and that the said recited 
Acts and this Act shall be construed together as one Act, except sofa 
as the said Acts are amended by this Act, and so far as the said Acts aa. 
not contradictory to or inconsistent with each other. 
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, . be ;t farther Enacted, That nothing in this Act shall extend to 
A " tv or County of theCity of Dublin, except so far as relates to the Dublin. 
tbe Cou n Returns 0 f the Presentments to Parliament in manner 

Treasure 

airected by this Act. 
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For further regulating the Powers of .Grand 
Juries in Ireland , in the presenting of 
Money, accounting for the same, and for 



